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OUR HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE
Save the Children is committed to reducing children’s vulnerability to humanitarian crises, ensuring their right to survival and development after an emergency and
providing the support they and their families need to quickly recover and re-establish their lives, dignity and livelihoods.
Save the Children is currently working in seven (7) districts responding to the needs
of refugees from South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Save the Children intervenes through an integrated approach covering Education
in Emergencies, Child Protection in Emergencies, Health and Nutrition and Child
Poverty, thus reaching the same beneficiaries with multiple services. The organisation’s programmes benefit both refugee children as well as those in host communities.
EDUCATION IN EMERGENCIES
The first step to providing uninterrupted, high quality learning opportunities for
children affected by humanitarian crises is ensuring they have a safe space in which
to learn. Safe learning spaces also need to provide children with the right level of
care and quality of teaching that they need to survive, learn and be protected. At
Save the Children we put children at the centre of our approach and strive to meet
each individual child’s physical, cognitive, social and emotional needs. In Uganda we
are targeting children below six years of age through Early Childhood Care and
Development Centres in over 40 locations, providing stimulation, early learning
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and preparedness to join primary school. We are also targeting children who have
dropped out of school, providing a compressed curriculum so that they can learn
and be reintegrated into the education system. Currently we are working in 25
centres,to support more children back into education.
CHILD PROTECTION
“War affects children’s emotional stability,” says Save the Children Child Protection
Specialist Margaret Atimango. “A child who is traumatised may not be able to talk
or relate with other children.”
Save the Children focuses on protecting the children arriving in Uganda as refugees,
fleeing conflict and violence in their home countries. Save the Children establishes
Child Friendly Spaces, with more than 55 currently operating, which provide essential psychosocial support to refugee children through play and structured activities
conducted in a safe, child friendly, and stimulating environment for those aged 7 to
17. Play materials are provided that focus on dramatic, creative, and social play for
different age groups and abilities. For children who arrive in Uganda without their
parents we work to provide alternative care for the vulnerable, reunify them with
their family and parents and provide targeted psycho-social support.
HEALTH AND NUTRITION
Children are often the unwitting victims of crisis situations, as we are seeing here
in Uganda, with nearly 60% of the refugees being children. So often, it is they who
suffer first and most in a crisis. The biggest child killers like malaria and cholera are
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a constant threat, and children die because the doctors and nurses they need and
the basic medicines that can help them simply aren’t there. Save the Children has
established two health clinics to support refugees to access the quality healthcare
they need. In addition, we work with communities to educate them on best feeding
practices for children under two, promoting breastfeeding and averting the onset of
malnutrition.
CHILD POVERTY
Through skills training and targeted cash transfers Save the Children is supporting
families to rebuild their lives by giving them a dignified means to support themselves and grow their businesses. An injection of funding and training on business
management can enable a mother to plan ahead for herself and her children.
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